11 October 2011
City Council
Committee Report

To: Mayor Canfield & Members of Council
Fr: Karen Brown

Re: STR - Proposed Snowmobile Trails

Recommendation:

Whereas the Sunset Trail Riders (STR) has identified an acceptable through
town route for a proposed Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Clubs (OFSC)
snowmobile corridor through the City of Kenora; and

Whereas a public consultation session was held on September 26, 2011 with
regards to a proposed OFSC snowmobile corridor; and

Whereas all comments received, both at the public consultation session, and
subsequent to that session, on this matter have been compiled and provided to
the STR for their comment; and

Whereas this route has been adjusted as appropriate to improve the trail
based on the comments received from the public and City staff; and

Whereas the Ontario Provincial Police has committed to regular patrols for the
purposes on an approved OFSC trail through the City;

Now therefore, let it be resolved that Council hereby approves the Sunset
Trail Riders (STR) to implement a through town OFSC snowmobile corridor with
the following conditions:
e All costs to be borne by the STR
e Written permission and / or written agreements with all landowners as
required, including written approval by Treaty 3 for use of their lands
e The City indemnified against any potential legal action related to this trail
e The use of “tune pipes” prohibited within City limits
e The hours of use for the trail be prohibited between 11:00 p.m. and 7:00
a.m.

Background:

At the September 2011 Property & Planning meeting, the matter of a proposed
OFSC Trail was discussed. Discussions included the presentation of the
proposed trail by the Sunset Trail Riders (STR). The report that brought the



matter forward to that meeting has been attached for your reference, and its
contents have not been reiterated here. The STR has been requested to
provide comment to the staff concerns as noted within that report. Preliminary
comments have been attached to this report for your reference, together with
the related staff feedback.

Following this meeting, a public consultation session was held on Monday,
September 26" at 6:30 p.m. at the Operations Facility. Comments both from
that meeting, and those received following the meeting, have been gathered
and the STR will be sent copies of the feedback received and requested to
provide comment back for Council information prior to the October Council
meeting.

The STR has been requested to provide ensure the proposed route is finalized
for the October Council meeting to allow Council the opportunity to review it
and make a decision, based on the feedback received both during and following
the public consultation session, staff comments received and the final responses
by the STR, including the final route.

Anticipating this can be achieved for the October 2011 Council meeting, Council
is being requested to determine whether or not they support the through town
snowmobile corridor, anticipating the actual route is acceptable and any related
issues have been appropriately dealt with, with the following conditions:

e All costs to be borne by the STR

e Written permission and / or written agreements with all landowners as

required, including written approval by Treaty 3 for use of their lands
e The City indemnified against any potential legal action related to this trail

Finally, the City did receive feedback with regards to enforcement, period of
use, as well as the noise from snowmobiles during the consultation sessions.
The Ontario Provincial Police have committed to ensuring that an OFSC trail
through the City is regularly patrolled. It is recommended that the use of “tune
pipes” be prohibited within City limits and well as a restriction in the hours of
operation for the trail be made as part of the approval.

Budget:
n/a - all costs to be borne by the STR.

Communication Plan/Notice By-law Requirements:
The STR will be advised of Council’s decision on this matter.
Communication plan with regards to the trail approval will be developed.



Initial Staff Comments, STR Response and Operations Manager Feedback

Operations Manager:

Rick's Comments- It would be much easier if a ramp is not required to get from
the roadway to the lake. It will be up to STR to use snow from the lake to build

a ramp but an opening in the guard wire post will have to be done before freeze
up. The cost for signage and gaurd wire post relocation will be paid by STR. STR
should get a letter from Treaty Three they support the proposed new route.

Rick's Comments- A map should be provided by STR to show exactly where
they plan on going with the new route as it is unknown where the route is
proposed across the Gould Road.




Rick's Comments- Ice conditions in front of Golf Course Bay have always been
bad and unfortunately the conditions can change quickly with the weather and
depending what happens with water flows into the Winnipeg River system.
STR have not confirmed if they have access from Fourth Avenie South to the
lake.

The comment about ice conditions ........ if we do not get good ice in Golf
Course Bay, there is no point in opening this entire in town corridor
........ you will not know how much ice you will have until the end of the year.




Rick's Comments- If a gate is not required in the ball field the parking lot can
only be used for a staging area.



